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Request to establish a sub-committee to examine police matters 
 
At its meeting of 6 September 2016, the Justice Committee agreed to write to the 
Parliamentary Bureau asking it to consider proposing under Rule 12.5.1 the 
establishment of a sub-committee to examine certain matters relating to policing. 
 
Section 124 of the Police and Fire Reform (Scotland) Act 2012 provides that the 
Parliament must make arrangements for keeping under review the operation of the 
Act and must publish reports in pursuance of this requirement. 
 
A sub-committee was established in session 4 at the request of the Justice 
Committee. The Committee submitted this request in view of the obligation imposed 
under section 124, and because it believed that the Parliament should take a more 
prominent role in scrutiny of the unparalleled reforms set out in the 2012 Act. Due to 
its workload, the then Justice Committee agreed a sub-committee was the most 
effective way of carrying out this scrutiny. Following discussion at our 6 September 
meeting, a majority of the Committee, mindful of the Sub-Committee on Policing’s 
effective work in the last session, are of the view that there is a continuing and 
strong justification for maintaining this model of scrutiny into this session.    
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As was the case in session 4, it is not our intention that the existence of a sub-
committee will preclude the Justice Committee from examining policing matters. 
Indeed, it is expected that matters will often arise at sub-committee meetings that 
the Justice Committee will wish to consider. In addition, we do not intend the sub-
committee to pre-empt the responsibilities of the Public Audit Committee in 
examining any reports of the Auditor General under Sections 22 and 23 of the 
Public Finance and Accountability Act to the Scottish Parliament. 
 
Whilst it is for the sub-committee to consider how often it wishes to meet, the 
Justice Committee expects that it will wish to meet on a regular basis.  Due to 
existing commitments of those MSPs who might be members of the sub-committee, 
and based on the experience of last session, we consider that it is highly likely that 
the sub-committee will be required to meet on Thursday lunch-times.  On occasion 
this may be at the same time as Members’ Business and the Committee would 
therefore like to seek the Bureau’s permission for the sub-committee to meet at the 
same time as Members’ Business is taken in the Chamber, should this be 
necessary. 
 
Full details of our proposals are outlined below.  
 
Remit 

The Parliamentary Bureau is asked to propose the following remit for the sub-
committee: 
 

“To consider and report on the operation of the Police and Fire Reform 
(Scotland) Act 2012 as it relates to policing.” 

 
Membership 

The Committee is aware that it is for the parent committee to propose the 
membership of a sub-committee to the Parliamentary Bureau (under Rule 12.5.3). 
The Justice Committee invites the Parliamentary Bureau to consider the following 
proposal regarding membership of the sub-committee: 
 

 that it has a membership of six members from the Justice Committee; 

 that its membership should be cross-party with representation from each of 
the political parties and the groups represented on the Parliamentary Bureau; 

 that the Convener of the Justice Committee should convene the sub-
committee (although it is recognised that this is a decision of the sub-
committee itself); and 

 that the six Justice Committee members be: Margaret Mitchell 
(Conservative), Mary Fee (Labour), John Finnie (Greens), Liam MacArthur 
(Liberal Democrats), Rona Mackay (SNP) and Ben Macpherson (SNP). 

Duration 

The Parliamentary Bureau is asked to propose that the sub-committee lasts until the 
end of the Parliamentary session.  
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This letter is copied to business managers to allow discussions, particularly 
regarding membership, to take place as early as possible. We believe it is essential 
that the sub-committee is up and running as soon as possible and would appreciate 
the Parliamentary Bureau’s early consideration of this proposal. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need further information regarding the 
proposed sub-committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
Margaret Mitchell MSP 
Convener, Justice Committee 
 


